
it killed civilians indiscriminately. He believed that an
economic blockade and conventional bombing would
convince Japan to surender. Secretary of War Henry
Stimson wanted to warn the Japanese about the bomb
while at the same time telling them that they could
keep the emperor if they surrendered. Secretary of
State James Byrnes, however, wanted to drop the
bomb without any warning to shock Japan into
surrendering.

President Truman later wrote that he ,,regarded

the bomb as a military weapon and never had any
doubts that it should be used." His advisers had
warned him to expect massive casualties if the
United Staies invaded ]apan. Truman believed it was
his duty as president to use every weapon available
to save American lives.

The Allies threatened lapan with ,,prompt and
utter destruction" if the nation did not surrender
unconditionally, but the Japanese did not reply.
Truman then ordered the military to drop the bornb.
On August 6, 1945, a B-29 bomber named the Enola
Cay dropped an atomic bomb, code-named ,,Little

Boy," on Hiroshima, an important industrial city. The
bomb was dropped at 8:15 a.u. Forty-three seconds
later, it exploded. Heat, radiation, and an enorrnous
shock wave slammed into Hiroshima.

The bomb destroyed 76,000 buildings-about 63
percent of the city. Somewhere between 80,000 and
L20,000 people died instantly, and thousands more
died later from burns and radiation sickness.
Everywhere, as witness Nozaki Kiyoshi recalled,
were "horrific scenes":

66The center of the city was still burning bright red,

like live charcoal. Roof tiles were popping. We passed

numerous war dead who had been carbonized. . . .

We found five or six haff-burned roofless streetcars.

Inside were piles of corpses smoldering under white

smoke. . . . A young mother lay face down, her baby

tucked under her breast They looked more like pink

wax dolls than human beings.99

-quoted in Senso.' The taponese

Remember the Pocific Wor

A historian opposes Truman's decision:

Historian Gar Alperovitz maintains that Truman possessed

alternatives to the atomic bomb but chose to use the weapon
in order to force Japan's surrender before the Soviet Union
could mount an invasion and subsequently occupy lapanese
territory.

"Quite simply, it is not true that the atomic bomb was used
because it was the only way to save the 'hundreds of thou-
sands' or'millions' of lives as was subsequentty claimed. Ihe
readily available options were to modify the surrender terms
and/or await the shock of the Russian attack.

Perhaps it is here, most poignantly, that we

confront our own reluctance to ask the difficult
questions-for even if one were to accept the
most inflated estimates of lives saved by ffre
atomic bomb, the fact remains $at it was an act
of violent destruction aimed at large concentra-
tions of noncombatants."

-quoted in The Decision to Use the Atomic
Bomb, ond the Architedure of on Americon
Myth

Hirosbima in tbe aficnnzth of the aumic bomb
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The bombing stunned )apan. Three days later, on
August 9, the Soviet Union declared war on |apan.
Later that day, the United States dropped another
atomic bomb, code-named "Fat Man," on the city of
Nagasaki, killing between 35,000 and 74,000 people.

Faced with such massive destruction and the
shock of the Soviets joining the war, the Japanese
emperor ordered his government to surrender. On
August 15, 1945-V-f Day-|apan surrendered. On
the other side of the world, Americans celebrated.
For American soldiers the news was especially good.

As one veteran recalled: "We would not be obliged to

run up the beaches near Tokyo assault firing while
being mortared and shelled. . . . We were going to
live. We were going to grow up to adulthood after
all." The long war was finally over. The United States

and its allies, after a tremendous effort, had freed
Europe from Nazi tyranny and put an end to
|apanese aggression in Asia.

Analyzing What issues did Truman

consider before using the atomic bomb?

A historian defends Truman's decision:

Historian Herbert Feis argues that Truman's desire to

avoid an invasion of Japan, thus saving fiousands of lives

on both sides, motivated his decision to drop the bomb.

"Our righl legal and historical, to use the bomb may

thus well be defended; but those who made the decision to

use it were not much concerned over these considerations,

taking them for granted. Their thoughts about its employ-

ment were governed by one reason which was deemed

imperative: that by using the bomb, the agony of war might

be ended more quickly.

The primary and sustaining aim from the start of the

great exertion to make the bomb was military, and the

impelling reason for the decision to use it was military-
to end the war victoriously as soon as possible."

-quoted 
in lopon Subdued: The Atonic Bomb ond the

End of the Wor in the Pocifrc

Building a New World
Well before the war ended, President Roosevelt

had begun to think about what the world would be

like after the war. The president had wanted to
ensure that war would never again engulf the world.

Creating the United Nations President Roosevelt

believed that a new international political organiza-

tion could prevent another world war. In 1944, at the

Dumbarton Oaks Estate in Washington, D.C., dele-

gates from 39 countries met to discuss the new

organization, which was to be called the United
Nations (UN).

The delegates at the conference agreed that the UN
would have a General Assembly, where every mem-

ber nation in the world would have one vote. The UN
would also have a Security Council with 11 members.

Five countries would be permanent members of the

Security Council: Britain, France, China, the Soviet

Union, and the United States-the five big Powers
that had led the fight against the Axis. These five per-

manent members would each have veto Power'
On April 25, 1945, representatives from 50 coun-

tries came to San Francisco to officially organize the

United Nations and design its clr:rrilr, or constifu-

tion. The General Assembly was given the power to

vote on resolutions, to choose the non-permanent

members of the Security Council, and to vote on the

UN budget. The Security Council was responsible

for international peace and security. It could investi-

gate any international problem and propose settle-

ments to countries that had disputes with each other'

It could also take action to preserve the peace,

including asking its members to use military force to

uphold a UN resolution.

CHAPTER 20 America apd t$Torld War II 647

I
i:
I

Family Saaifices Millions of American homes

proudly displayed banners sudt as these during $e
war. The blue star on the

flag indicated frat a famity

member was serving in the

military. A gold star pro-

claimed frat an individual

had been killed. Many

homes displayed banners

wift several stars, indicat
ingttre family had sent

many members off to war.
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V-l Day Photographer Alfred Eisenstaedt captured this image in Times
Square during the victory celebration on VJ Day. No one knJws the identr-
tiesofthesailorandthenurseinthephoto..,:,,,:,,-i:iil.;;_;,. 

111;,;;:_:;:
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Putting the Enemy on Trial Atthough the Alties
had declared their intention to punish 

*German 
and

|apanese leaders for their war crimes, they did not
work out the details until the summer of 1945. In
early August, the United States, Britain, France, and
the Soviet Union created the International Military

Tiibunal (IMT). At the Nuremberg trials in Nurem-
berg, Germany, the IMT tried Geimrn leaders sus_
pected of committing war crimes.

Twenty-two leaders of Nazi Germany were prose_
cuted at Nuremberg. Three were acquitted and
another seven were given prison sentences. The
remaining 12 were sentenced to death by hanging.
Trials of lower-ranking govemment officials and mil_
itary officers continued until April 1949. Those trials
led to the execution of 24 more German,leaders.
Another 107 were given prison sentences.

Similar trials were held in Tokyo for the leaders of
wartime Iapm. The IMT for the Far East charged 25
Japanese leaders with a variety of war crimes.
Significantly, the Allies did not indict the |apanese
emperor. They feared that any attempt to put him
on trial would lead to an uprising by the |apanese
people. Eighteen Japanese defendants were sentenced
to prison. The rest were sentenced to death by hanging.

The war crimes trials punished many of ihe people
responsible for World War II and the Holocaust, but
they were also part of the American plan for building
a better world. As Robert Jackson, chief counsel for
the United States at Nuremberg, observed in his
opening statement to the court: ,,The wrongs we seek
to condemn and punish have been so calculated, so
malignant and so devastating, that civilization can_
not tolerate their being ignored because it cannot sur-
vive their being repeated.,,

Describing How is the United
Nations organized

Checking for Understanding
l. Define: rtr:r:,::i'j.,..,,l;l;,jl;i:, r_:::iii.::..

2. ldentify: Battle of the Bulge, V-E Day,
Harry S Truman, Curtis LeMay,
Manhattan Projecf VJ Day, United
Nations.

5. list the major campaigns on the
European and Pacific fronts in I 945.

4. txplain how the United States devel_
oped the atomic bomb.

Critical Thinking
7. Analyzing lf you had been an adviser

to President Truman, what advice
would you have given him about drop-
ping the atomic bomb? Give reasons
why you would have given this advice.

8. Gtegorizing Using a graphic organ-
izer like the one below, fill in the struc-
ture of the United Nations.

Analyzing Visuals

9. Examining Photographs Studythe
photograph on page 6,t5 of Hiroshima
after the atomic bomb was dropped.
What effect do you think this photo-
graph may have had on the American
public? Why?

5.

6.

Describe the war crimes trials.

Reviewing Themes

Continuity and €hange Why do you
think the goal of world peace has yet to
be achieved?

10. Descriptive Writing lmagine you are a
war correspondent who has seen the D-
Day beaches and Nazi concentration
camps. Write an editorialexplaining why
the American sacrifices were necessary
and whether or not Americans have a

civic duty to fight for their country.
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