
The \AIar Ends

The Main ldea
The ferocious military campaigns of 1945
finally convinced the Axis powers to sur-
render and the Allies to set up organiza-
lions to prevent another global war.

Key Terrns and Names
hedgerow, Battle of the Bulge, V-E Day,
Harry S Truman, Curtis LeMay, napalm,
Manhattan Project, VJ Day, United
Nations, charter

Reading Strategy
Taking Notes fuyou read aboutthe end
of World War ll and the organizations set
up to maintain global peace, use the
major headings of the section to create
an outline similar to the one below.

Ihe War Ends
l. The lhird Reich Colhpses

A
8.

[.

Reading Obiectives
. Explain the tactics the Allies used to

invade Cermapy and to defeat Japan.
. Outline the reasons the Allies created

the United Nations and held war crimes
trials.

Section Theme
Groups and lnstitutions Allied leaders
forged plans for an international organi-
zation to prevent future wars.A

B.

December t6, t944 February 19, t945
American troops
invade lwo Jima

April I2, 1945 May z, tgcs
Germany
surrenders

August I5, t945
V-J Day, Japan

surrenders

Battle of the Bulge begins Franklin Roosevelt dies; Harry
Truman becomes president

feutish prisoners at a German
concenttation carnp

x An American $tory x

ln 1 945 Captain Luther Fletcher entered the Cerman concentration camp at Buchenwald
with a group of cermans who were being forced to see what their country had done. ln his
diary Fletcher described what they witnessed:

65They saw blackened skeletons and skulls in the ovens of the crematorium. ln the yard
outside, they saw a heap of white human ashes and bones. . . . Fhel dead were stripped
of their clothing and lay naked, many stacked like cordwood waiting to be burned at
the crematory. At one time 5,000 had been stacked on the vacant lot next to the crema-
tory. . . . At headquarters of the ss troops who ran the place were lamp shades made
from human skin. . . . Often, the guide said, the ss wished to make an example of
someone in killing him. . . . They used what I call hay hook, catching him under the
chin and the other in the back of the neck. He hung in this manner until he died.99

-quoted in World War lt: From the Battle Front to the ttome Front

The Third Reich Collapses
Well before the war ended, President Roosevelt and other Allied leaders were

aware that the Nazis were committing atrocities. In 1943 the Allies officially declared
that they would punish the Nazis for their crimes after the war. Ivfeanwhile,
Roosevelt was convinced that the best way to put an end to the concentration camps
was to destroy the Nazi regime. To do that, he believed the Allies had to dedicate
their resources to breaking out of Normandy, liberating France, and conquering
Cermany.
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Although D-Day had been a success, it was only the

beginning. Surrounding many fields in Normandy
were lirii{r:ii:;:r-dirt walls, several feet thick, cov-
ered in shrubbery. The hedgerows had been built to
fence in cattle and crops, but they also enabled the
Germans to fiercely defend their positions. The battle
of the hedgerows ended on |uly 25,7944, when 2,500
American bombers blew a hole in the German lines,
enabling American tanks to race through the gap.

As the Allies broke out of Normandy, the French
Resistance-French civilians who had secretly organ-
ized to resist the German occupation of their coun-
try-staged a rebellion in Paris. When the Allied
forces liberated Paris on August 25, they found the
streets filled with French citizens celebrating their
victory. Three weeks later, American troops were
within 20 miles (32 km) of the German border.

The Battle ol the Bulge As the Alties closed in on
Germany, Hitler decided to stage one last desperate
offensive. His goal was to cut off Allied supplies
coming through the port of Antwerp, Belgium. The
attack began just before dawn on December L5,-1,944.
Six inches (15 cm) of snow covered the ground, and
the weather was bitterly cold. Moving rapidly, the
Germans caught the American defenders by surprise.
As the German troops raced west, their lines bulged
outward, and the attack became known as the Battle
of the Bulge.

Part of the German plan called for the capture of the
town of Bastogne, where several important roads con-
verged. If the Allies held Bastogne, it would greatly
delay the German advance. American reinforcements
raced to the town, arriving just ahead of the Germaru.
The Germans then surrounded the town and
demanded that the Americans surrender. The American
commander sent back a one-word reply: "Nuts!"

Shortly after the Germans surrounded the
Americans, Eisenhower ordered General Patton to
rescue them. Three days later, faster than anyone
expected in the midst of a snowstorm, Patton's
troops slammed into the German lines. As the
weather cleared, Allied aircraft began hitting German
fuel depots. On Christmas Eve, out of fuel and weak-
ened by heavy losses, the German troops driving
toward Antwerp were forced to halt. Two days later,
Patton's troops broke through to Bastogne.

Although fighting continued for three weeks, the
United States had won the Battle of the Bulge. On
]anuary 8, the Cermans began to withdraw. They had
suffered more than 100,000 casualties and lost many
tanks and aircraft. They now had very little left to
prevent the Allies from entering Cermany.

V-E Day: The War Ends in Europe whileAmerican
and British forces fought to liberate France, the Soviet
Union began a massive attack on German troops in
Russia. By the time the Battle of the Bulge ended, the
Soviets had driven Hitler's forces out of Russia and
back across Poland. By February 1945, Soviet troops
had reached the Oder River. They were only 35 miles
(56 km) from Berlin.

As the Soviets crossed Germany's eastern border,
American forces attacked Germany's western border.
By the first week of March, 1945, American troops
had fought their way to the Rhine River, Germany's
last major line of defense in the west. Then on March
Z American soldiers captured the heights above the
town of Remagen. Gazing down at the town, platoon
leader Emmet ]. Burrows was amazed at what he
saw. The Ludendorf Bridge across the Rhine was still
intact. The Germans had not blown it up. The
American troops raced across the bridge, driving

Soldierc and friends The Americans and the Soviets join forces in a long-

awaited meeting. The alliance is symbolized here by Lieutenants William D.

Robertson of the U.S. First Army and Alexander Sylvashko of the First Ukrainian

Army, in a meeting nearTorgau on the Elbe River. !ii;:'.ri r.'a,. i;:a, :.i .:.. :, ::
' .: , .,,. : .
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back the German defenders. By the end of the day,
American tanks were across the Rhine. Hearing the
news, General Bradley yelled, ,,Hot dog . . . this will
bust them wide open.,,

As German defenses crumbled, American troops
raced east, closing to within 70 miles (113 km) tf
Berlin. On April 16, Soviet troops finally smashed
through the German defenses on the Oder River. Five
days later, they reached the outskirts of Berlin.

Deep in his Berlin bunker, Adolf Hitler knew the
end was near. On April 30, 1945, he put a pistol in his
mouth and pulled the trigger. His secretary, Martin
Bormann, carried Hitler,s body outside, doused it
in gasoline, and set it on fire. Before killing himself,
Hitler chose Grand Admiral Karl Doenitz to be
his successor. Doenitz tried to surrender to the
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Americans and British while continuing to fight the
Soviets, but Eisenhower insisted on unconditional
surrender. On May 7,7945, Germany surrendered
unconditionally. The next day-M ay g, 1945-was
proclaimed V-E Day, for "Victory in Europe.,,

Explaining Why was the Battle of
the Bulge such a disastrous defeat for Cermany?

lapan ls Defeated
Unfortunately, President Roosevelt did not live to

see the defeat of Germany. On April lZ, 1945, while
vacationing in Warm Springs, Georgia, he suffered a
stroke and died. His vice president, Harry S Truman,
became president during this difficult tirne.

F= Major Axis powers
f--l Greatest extent of Axis control
f---l Allied or AIlied-controlled
lfr-fl frlgLrfisl powers

{cr Allied advance
*- Supply line

- 
lnternational boundary, Jan. l93g
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Axis Expansion The Axis powers
included Germany, ltaly, Austria, and
the Sudetenland.

Axis Control At their heighl the Axis
controlled almost all of Europe and
North Afriea.

Axis Collapse The Allies invaded

Germany from the east and the west.

War Casuahies World War ll took more lives than
any other war in history. More cMlians than soldiers
died in the war.

Superfortress bombers that had traveled over 1,500
miles (2,414 km) from new American bases in the
Mariana Islands.

At first the B-29s did little damage because they
kept missing their targets. ]apan was simply too far
away: By the time the B-29s reached Japan, they did
not have enough fuel left to fix their navigational
errors or to adjust for high winds. The solution was
to capture an island closer to Japan, where the B-29s

could refuel. After studying the problem, American
military planners decided to invade Iwo Jima.

Iwo Jima was perfectly located, roughly halfway
between the Marianas and |apan, but its geography
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The next day, Truman told reporters: "Boys, if
you ever pray, pray for me now. . . When they
told me yesterday what had happened, I felt like
the moon, the stars, and all the planets had fallen
on me." Despite feeling overwhelmed, Truman
began at once to make decisions about the war.
Although Germany surrendered a few weeks later,
the war with ]apan continued to intensify, and
Truman was forced to make some of the most diffi-
cult decisions of the war during his first six months
in office.

Uncommon Valor on lwo lima on November 24,
1944, bombs fell on Tokyo for the first time since
the 1942 Doolittle raid. Above the city flew 80 B-29

Country

USSR

Germany

lapan

China

Polard

United States

Great Britain

Italy

France

Military Deaths

I I,000,000

5,250,000

1,740,000

I,400,000

r I0,000

405,000

506,000

227,000

122,000

Civilian Deaths

6,700,000

2,350,000

395,000

8,000,000

5,500,000

2,000

61,000

60,000

470,000

Source: World Wor ll: A Stolnkal Survey. (tigures are approximate.)

I. interpreiing totaps Which European countries

remained neutral during the war?

z. Appiying 6i:ograpEiy Skiiis How did the Soviet Union

receive supplies during the war?



was formidable. At its southern tip was Mount
Suribachi, a dormant volcano. The terrain was
rugged, with rocky cliffs, jagged ravines, and dozens
of caves. Volcanic ash covered the ground. Even
worse, the ]apanese had built a vast network of caves
and concrete bunkers connected by miles of tunnels.

On February 19,7945,60,000 U.S. Marines landed
on Iwo |ima. As the troops leapt from the amphtracs,
they sank up to their ankles in the soft ash. Meanwhile,
Japanese artillery began to pound the invaders. Robert
Sherrod, who had been on Tarawa, was shocked: ,,[The

marines] died with the greatest possible violence.
Nowhere in the Pacific have I seen such badly mangled
bodies. Many were cut squarely in half. Legs and arms
lay 50 feet (15 m) away from any body.,,

Inch by inch, the marines crawled inland, using
flamethrowers and explosives to attack the |apanese
bunkers. More than 6,800 marines were killed before
the island was captured. Admiral Nimitz later wrote
that on Iwo ]ima, "uncommon valor was a common
virtue."

Firebombing Devastates ,apan white American
engineers prepared airfields on Iwo ]ima, General
Curtis LeMay, commander of the B-29s based in the
Marianas, decided to change strategy. To help the
B-29s hit their targets, he ordered them to drop bombs
filled with ,i.:: ,i:.. -a kind of a jellied gasoline. The
bombs were designed not only to explode but also to
start fires. Even if the B-29s missed their targets, the
fires they started would spread to the intended targets.

The use of firebombs was very controversial
because the fires would also kill civilians; however,
LeMay could think of no other way to destroy Japan,s
war production quickly. Loaded with firebombs, B-29s
attacked Tokyo on March 9,1.945. As strong winds
fanned the flames, the firestorm grew so intense that it
sucked the oxygen out of the air, asphyxiating thou-
sands. As one survivor later recalled:

66:The fires were incredible . , . with flames leaping

hundreds of feet into the air. . . . Many people were
gasping for breath. With every passing moment the

air became more foul . . , the noise was a continuing

crashing roar. . . . Fire-winds filled with burning

particles rushed up and down the streets. I watched
people . . . runningfortheirlives. .. . Theflames
raced after them like living things, striking them

down. . . . Wherever I turned myeyes, I saw

people . . . seeking air to breathe.gg,1',i

:::rf r: .r"

a ai'

;*9f,,s-*#F3€3'Fg#Fg e-rd,sd,dls"

-quoted in New History of World Wor tt

Planting the Flag PhotographerJoe Rosenthal

won the Pulitrer Prtze for this photo of five marines

and a navy medical corpsman raising the flag on
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The Tokyo firebombing killed over g0,000
people and destroyed more than 250,000 build_
ings. By the end of |une 7945,Japan,s six most
important industrial cities had been firebombed,
destroying almost half of their total urban area.
By the end of the war, the B-29s had firebombed
67 |apanese cities.

The lnvasion of Okinawd Despite the mas_
sive damage the firebombing caused, there were
few,signs in the spring of 1945 that Japan was
ready to quit. Many American officials teheved
the Japanese would not surrender until Japan
had been invaded. To prepare for the invasiory
the United States needed a base near ]apan to
stockpile supplies and build up troops. Iwo;ima
was small and still too far away. After much dis_
cussion, military planners chose Okinawa_
only 350 miles (563 km) from Japm.

American troops landed on Okinawa on
April 1, 1945. Instead of defending the beaches,
the Japanese troops took up positions in the
island's rugged mountains. To dig the ]apanese
out of their caves and bunkers, the Americans
had to fight their way up steep slopes against
constant machine gun and artillery fire. More
than 12,000 American soldiers, sailors, and
marines died during the fighting, butbyJune2l,
1945, Okinawa had finally been captured.

The Tefms fof Surrend€I Shortly after the Unired
States captured Okinawa, the |apanese emperor
urged his government to find a way to end the war.
The biggest problem was the American demand for
unconditional surrender. Many )apanese leaders
were willing to surrender but on one condition_the
emperor had to stay in power.

American officials knew that the fate of the emperor
was the most important issue for the |apanese. Most
Americans, however, blamed the emperor for the war
and wanted him removed from power. president
Tiuman was reluctant to go against public opinion.
Furthermore, he knew the United States was almost
ready to test a new weapon that might force Japan to
surrender without any conditions. The new weapon
was the atomic bomb.

The Manhattan Project In 1939 Leo Szilard, one of
the world's top physicists, learned that German sci_
entists had split the uranium atom. Szilard had been
the first scientist to suggest that splitting the atom
might release enormous energy. Worried that the
Nazis were working on an atomic bomb, Szilard con-
vinced the world's best-known physicist, Albert

Ship Attacks Kamikaze attack intensified In r945, hitting th e:JSS Bunker Hilland many
OtherAmefiCan ShipS. '.r::,, ,1:.;.,,;;.;.:;;;12 ;:,iti,: i.:t;.,,lcie1liii:r.,:_t:: ;:ii::i., =iiij sjiiirii:
''r iii',U; ..

Einstein, to sign a letter Szilard had drafted and send
it to President Roosevelt. In the letter Einstein
wamed that by using uranium, ,,extremely powerful
bombs of a new type may . . . be constructed.,,

Roosevelt responded by setting up a scientific
committee to study the issue. The committee
remained skeptical until 1941, when they met with
British scientists who were already working on an
atomic bomb. The British research so impressed the
Americans that they convinced Roosevelt to begin a
program to build an atomic bomb.

The American program to build an atomic bomb
was code-named the Manhattan project and was
headed by General Leslie R. Groves. The project,s
first breakthrough came in 1942, when Szilard and
Enrico Fermi, another physicist, built the world,s
first nuclear reactor at the University of Chicago.
Groves organized a team of engineers and scientists
to build an atomic bomb at a secret laboratory in Los
Alamos, New Mexico. J. Robert Oppenheime. t"a tnu
team. On luly 1.5, 1945, they detonated the world,s
first atomic bomb near Alamogordo, New Mexico.

The Decision to Drop the Bomb Even before the
bomb was tested, American officials began to debate
how to use it. Admiral William Leahy,chairman of the
loint Chiefs of Staff, opposed using the bomb because

ti!r'utg History
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