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America and the World

x An American Story "*

ln August 1934, American journalist Dorothy Thompson received an urgent call from the

porter at her Berlin hotel. A member of Germany's secret state police wanted to talk to her.

Thompson had been reporting on Adolf Hitler's rise to power, and she had written various

anti-Nazi articles for the American press. ln one she described the beautiful singing she had

heard at a Hitler youth camp, where thousands of boys ages l0 to I6 marched and sang. The

boys'lovely voices echoing across the hills stirred Thompson, but the words on an enormous

banner hanging across one hillside chilled her:

55lt was so prominent that every child could see it many times a day. lt was white,/and

there was a swastika painted on it, and besides that only seven words, seven immense black

words:YOU WERE BORN T0 DIE FOR GERMANY.99

When Thompson met with the police, they ordered her to leave Cermany immediately.

"1, fortunately, am an American," Thompson observed, "so I was merely sent to paris. Worse

things can happen to one."

-quoted in The Women Who Wrote the Wor

Main Idea
ln the years following World War l,

aggressive and expansionist governments

took power in both Europe and Asia.

Key Terms and Names
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Reading Strategy
Taking Notes As you read about the
events in Europe and Asia after World
War l, use the major headings of the sec-

tion to create an outline similar to the
one below.
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l. The Rise of Dictators
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Reading Obiectives
. Describe how postwar conditions con-

tributed to the rise of antidemocratic
governments in Europe.

. Explain why many Americans supported
a policy of isolationism in the 1950s.

Section Theme

Global Connections German and

Japanese actions in the I930s led

President Roosevelt to work to prevent

aggression.

1922
Fascist Party takes power

in ltaly; USSR established

r93t I9II r935 t9t7
Hitler takes power Congress passes first Japan attacks
in Germany Neutrality Act China

The Rise of Dictators
Less than 20 years before the dictatorial German government expelled Dorothy

Thompson, the future of democracy in Europe seemed bright. When World War I ended
in 1918, President Woodrow Wilson had announced, "Everything for which America
fought has been accomplished." Wilson had hoped that the United States could "aid in
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the establishment of just democracy throughout the
world." Instead, the treaty that ended the war, along
with the economic depression that followed, con-
tributed to the rise of antidemocratic governments in
both Europe and Asia.

Mussolini and Fascism in ltaly one of Europe,s
first major dictatorships arose in Italy. There, a for-
mer schoolmaster and journalist named Benito
Mussolini returned from World War I convinced that
his country needed a strong leader.

In 7919 Mussolini founded Italy's Fascist party,
Fascism was a kind of aggressive nationalism.
Fascists believed that the nation was more important
than the individual. They argued that individualism
made countries weak and that a strong government
led by a dictator was needed to impose order on soci-
ety. Fascists believed a nation became great by
expanding its territory and building up its military.

Fascism was also strongly anticommunist. After
the Communist revolution in Russia, many
Europeans feared that Communists, allied with labor
unions, were trying to bring down their govern-
ments. Mussolini exploited these fears by portraying
fascism as a bulwark against the Communists.
Fascism began to stand for the protection of private
property and of the middle class. Mussolini also
offered the working class full employment and social
security. He stressed national prestige, pledging to
return Italy to the glories of the Roman Empire.

Backed by the Fascist militia known as the
Blackshirts, Mussolini threatened to march on Rome
in 1922, claiming he was coming to defend Italy
against a Communist revolution. Liberal members of
the Italian parliament insisted that the king declare
martial law. When he refused, the cabinet resigned.
Conservative advisers then persuaded the king to
appoint Mussolini as the premier.

Once in office, Mussolini worked quickty to destroy
democracy and set up a dictatorship. Weary of strikes
and riots, many Italians welcomed Mussolini's leader-
ship. With the support of industrialists, Iandowners,
and the Roman Catholic Church, Mussolini-who took
the title of ll Duce, or "The Leader"---embarked on an
ambitious program of bringing order to Italy.

Stalin Takes Over the USSR rhe Communists
were a much larger force in Russia than in Italy. After
the Russian Revolution began in 1,977, the Bolshevik
Party, led by Vladimir Lenin, established Commu-
nist governments throughout the Russian empire. In
1922 they renamed these territories the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR). They then pro-
ceeded to establish control over these territories. To

do this, the Communists instituted one-party rule,
suppressed individual liberties, and punished oppo-
nents. After Lenin died in 7924, a power struggle
began. By 7926, Joseph Stalin had become the new
Soviet dictator. In 1927 Stalin began a massive effort
to industrialize his country. Tolerating no opposition,
the effort brought about the deaths of g to 10 million
peasants who resisted the Communist policies.

Hitler and Nazism in German) Adotf Hitler was
a fervent anticommunist and an admirer of
Mussolini. Hitler had fought for Germany in World
War i. Germany's surrender and the subsequent
Versailles Treaty left him and many other Germans
with a smoldering hatred for the victorious Allies
and for the German government that had accepted
the peace terms.

The political and economic chaos in postwar
Germany led to the rise of new political parties. One
of these was the National Socialist German Workers,
Party, or the Nazi Party. The party did not represent
the working class, as its name suggested, but was
nationalistic and anticommunist. Adolf Hitler was
one of the party's first recruits.

In November 7923, the Nazis tried to seize
power by marching on city hall in Munich,
Cermany. Hitler intended to seize power locally

Supreme Scviets Joseph Stalin (right) took over control of the Soviet Union
after Lenin's death in 1924. He was determined to modernize and industrialize
his nation. How many people died while opposing Stalin's leadership?



Meeting ol Minds Mussolini and Hitler are shown here meeting in October t 940. What beliefs did they share?

and then march on Berlin, the German capital, but
the plan failed and Hitler was arrested.

While in prison, Hitler wrote his autobiography,
titTed Mein Kampf ("My Struggle"). In the book, Hitler
called for the unification of all Germans under one
government. He claimed that Germans, particularly
blond, blue-eyed Germans, belonged to a ,,master

race" called Aryans. He argued that Germans needed
more lebensraum, or living space, and ca11ed for
Germany to expand east into Poland and Russia.
According to Hitler, the Slavic people of Eastern
Europe belonged to an inferior race, which Germans
should enslave. Hitler's prejudice was strongest,
however, toward ]ews. He believed that ]ews were
responsible for many of the world's problems, espe-
cially for Germany's defeat in World War I.

After his release from prison, Hitler changed his
tactics. Instead of trying to seize power violently, he
focused on getting Nazis elected to the Reichstag, the
lower house of the German parliament. When the
Creat Depression struck Germany, many desperate
Germans began to vote for radical parties, including
the Nazis and Communists. By 7932 the Nazis were
the largest party in the Reichstag.

Many traditional German leaders supported
Hitler's nationalism. They believed that if they
helped Hitler become leader of Germany 1egal1y, they
could control him. In 1933 the German president
appointed Hitler as chancellor, or prime minister.

After taking office, Hitler called for new elections.
He then ordered the police to crack down on the
Socialist and Communist Parties. Storm Troopers, as

the Nazi paramilitary units were called, began intimi-
dating voters. After the election, the Reichstag, domi-
nated by the Nazis and other right-wing parties, voted
to give Hitler dictatorial powers .Inl934Hitler became
president, which gave him control of the army. He then
gave himself the new title of frihrer, or ,,leader.,, The
following year, he began to rebuild Germany,s military,
in violation of the Treaty of Versailles.

Militarists Gain Control of lapan rn Japan, as in
Cermany, difficult economic times helped under-
mine the political system. Japanese industries had to
import nearly all of the resources they needed to
produce goods. During the 1920s, Japan did not earn
enough money from its exports to pay for its
imports, which limited economic growth and
increased unemployment. When the Depression
struck, other countries raised their tariffs. This made
the situation even worse.

Many Japanese military officers blamed the coun-
try's problems on corrupt politicians. Most officers
believed that Japan was destined to dominate East
Asia. Many also believed that democracy was ,,un-

Japanese" and bad for the country.
]apanese military leaders and the civilians who

supported them argued that the only way for japan
to get needed resources was to seize territory. They
targeted the resource-rich province of Manchuria in
northern China as the perfect place to conquer.

A group of Japanese officers decided to act without
the government's permission. In September 1931, the
Japanese army invaded Manchuria. After the inva-

sion began, the ]apanese
government tried to end
the war, but when the
Japanese prime minister
began negotiations, officers
assassinated him. From
that point forward, the
military was effectively in
control. Although Japan
still had a civilian gov-
ernment, it now supported
the nationalist policy of
expanding the empire, and
it appointed several mili-
tary officers to serve as

prime minister.

Examining How did postwar

conditions contribute to the

rise of dlctatorships in Europe?



Amerira Turns to Neutrality
The rise of dictatorships and militarism after

World War I discouraged many Americans. The sac-

rifices they had made during the war seemed point-
1ess. Once again, Americans began to support
isolationism, or the belief that the United States

should avoid international commitments that might
drag the nation into another war.

The Nye Committee Isolationist id.eas became even
stronger in the early 1930s for two reasons. When the
Depression began, many European nations found it
difficult to repay money they had borrowed during
World War I. In ]une 7934, all of the debtor nations
except Finland announced they would no longer
repay their war debts.

At about the same time, dozens of books and arti-
cles appeared arguing that arms manufacturers had
tricked the United States into entering World War I.
In 1934 Senator Gerald P. Nye of North Dakota held
hearings to investigate the country's involvement in
World War I. The Nye Committee documented the
huge profits that arms factories had made during the
war. The report created the impression that these

businesses influenced the United States to go to war.
The European refusal to repay their loans and the
Ny" Comrnittee's findings turned even more
Americans toward isolationism.

Legislating Neutrality Worried that growing Ger-
man ,rnd Italian aggression might lead to war,
Congress passed the Neutrality Act of 1935. Based

on the belief that arms sales had helped bring the
Unrted States into World War I, the act made it illegal
for Americans to sell arms to any country at war.

In 7936 a rebellion erupted in Spain after a coali-
tion of Republicans, Socialists, and Communists was
elected. General Francisco Franco led the rebellion.
Franco was backed by the Falangists, or Spanish
Fascists, army officers, landowners, and Catholic
Church leaders.

The revolt quickly became a civil war and
attracted worldwide attention. The Soviet Union pro-
vided arms and advisers to the government forces,
while Germany and Italy sent tanks, airplanes, and
soldiers to help Franco. To keep the United States

neutral, Congress passed another neutrality act, ban-
ning the sale of arms to either side in a civil war.

Shortly after the Spanish Civil War began in1936,
Hitler and Mussolini signed an agreement pledging
to cooperate on several international issues.

Mussolini referred to this new relationship with
Germany as the Rome-Berlin Axis. The following

&mtl-Sasclst Fropaga*de Spanish general Francisco Franco led the

Fascist rebellion that received support from Hitler and Mussolini. This

poster translates to "The claw of the ltalian invader intends to make

slaves of us." How did the United States respond to these events?

month, Japan aligned itself with Germany and Italy
when it signed the Anti-Comintern Pact with
Germany. The pact required the two countries to
exchange information about Communist groups.
Together Germany, Italy, and Japanbecame known as

the Axis Powers, although they did not formally
become allies until September 1940.

With the situation in Europe getting worse/
Congress passed the Neutrality Act of 1937. This
act continued the ban on selling arms to nations at
war, but it also required warring countries to buy
nonmilitary supplies from the United States on a

"cash-and-carry" basis. If a country at war wanted
goods from the United States, it had to send its own
ships to pick up the goods, and it had to pay cash.

Loans were not allowed. Isolationists knew that
attacks on neutral American ships carrying sup-
plies to Europe had helped bring the country into
World War I. They were determined to prevent it
from happening again.
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Roosevelt and lnternationalism when he took
office in 1933, President Roosevelt declared that ,,our

international relations, though vastly important, are
in point of time and necessity secondary to the estab-
lishment of a sound national economy.,, Roosevelt
knew that ending the Depression was his first prior-
ity, but he was not an isolationist. He supported
internationalism, the idea that trade between
nations creates prosperity and helps to prevent war.
Internationalists also believed the United States
should try to preserve peace in the world.

Roosevelt supported internationalism but knew
that the public wanted neutrality. He warned that the
neutrality acts "might drag us into war instead of
keeping us out," but he did not veto the bills.
Isolationism was too strong to resist.

In July 7937, Japanese forces in Manchuria
launched a full-scale attack on China. Roosevelt
decided to help the Chinese. Since neither China nor
Japan had actually declared war, Roosevelt claimed
the Neutrality Act ol 1937 did not apply, and he
authorized the sale of weapons to China. He warned
that the nation should not stand by and let an ,,epi-

demic of lawlessness" infect the world:

55When an epidemic of physical disease starts to

spread, the community . . . joins in a quarantine of
the patients in order to protect the health of the com-

munity against the spread of the disease. . . . War is a

contagion, whether it be declared or undeclared. . . .

There is no escape through mere isolation or
neutrality. . . .99

-quoted in Freedom from Feor

lmperial Expansion ln I9i1 Japan occupied the northeast Chinese
province of Manchuria, ln 19J7 the Japanese invaded all of China, prompt-
in8 FDR to authorize the sale of arms to the Chinese Army How did
Roosevelt justify his actions in light of the Neutrality Art?

Despite Roosevelt's words, Americans were still
not willing to risk another war to stop aggression
overseas. "It is a terrible thing," the president said,
"to look over your shoulder when you are trying to
lead-and find no one there."

Evaluating Why did many

Americans support isolationism?

Critical Thinking
t.
2.

3.

Checking for Understanding

Define: fascism, internationalism.
ldentify: Benito Mussolini, Vladimir
Lenin, Joseph Stalin, Adolf Hitler,
Manchuria, Neutrality Act of 19i5.
Explain why isolationism was strong in
the United States in the early I9J0s.

Reviewing Themes

Global Connections What events

caused President Roosevelt to become
more of an internationalist?

lnterpreting Why did antidemocratic
governments rise to power in postwar
Europe and Asia?

Categorizing Use a graphic organizer
similar to the one below to compare
the antidemocratic governments that
arose in Europe and Asia.

Analyzing Visuals

7. Analyzing Art Study the Spanish Civil
War era propaganda poster reproduced
on page 587. Without being told the
phrase, how would you be able to dis-
cover the poster's meaning?

4. Country Dictator ldeology I
I

l
l

I
I

l

l

4

8, Persuasive Writing Write a newspa-
per editorial urging fellow citizens

to embrace either isolationism or
internationalism after World War l. Be

certain to include reasons your readers

should back a specific position.
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